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TC 9-21-01 (093-89D-01) dated 09 Feb 04 
 
Disclaimer:  The training developer downloaded the extracted material from the 
CASCOM Web Home Page at http://www.cascom.army.mil/.  The text may contain 
passive voice, misspellings, grammatical errors, etc., and may not be in compliance 
with the Army Writing Style Program. 
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WARNING 
 
 

This Soldiers reference guide provides general Improvised Explosive Device (IED) awareness, 
possible characteristics and safety information.  It will: 
 
 

Provide a visual depiction of some Improvised Explosive Devices (IED) encountered  
in support of the Iraq (OIF) and Afghanistan (OEF) theaters. 
 
 
Provide Soldiers with the basic know how in relation to:  “Reacting to a Possible 
Improvised Explosive Device (IED). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This reference guide does NOT supersede any Standing Operating Procedures (SOPs), Orders, or 
Military Directives. 
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Preface 
 

The purpose of this guide is to give Commanders, Leaders and Soldiers a training tool representing 
some of the Improvised Explosive Devices (IED) used in both the Iraq and Afghanistan theaters of 
operation. 

 
The intent of this guide is to support readiness, unit training, operational planning, and awareness as 

well as provide information in relation to Reacting to a Possible Improvised Explosive Device (IED) common 
task 093-401-5050.  Both training and awareness are a proven and effective force protection tool as well as 
a combat multiplier. 
 

This guide is not all inclusive and should not be used as a sole source of information. Commanders 
and leaders must remain abreast of current intelligence, tactics, techniques and procedures (TTPs) and 
local command standing operating procedures (SOPs) available in particular areas of operation in relation 
to the Improvised Explosive Device threat. 

 
This guide does not cover IED firing / fuzing systems (internal design) or Explosive Ordnance 

Disposal (EOD) tactics, techniques and procedures. 
 
This guide is derived from multiple unclassified source documentation and materials. 

 
The proponent of this Soldiers reference guide is: The Chief of Ordnance, US Army Ordnance Corps, 

Aberdeen Proving Ground, MD.  The custodian of information is the US Army Ordnance Munitions and 
Electronics Maintenance School (OMEMS), 59TH Ordnance Brigade, Explosive Ordnance Disposal Training 
Department (EODTD). Submit recommendations for changes, updates, deletions, and / or additions to this 
publication on DA Form 2028 to: 
 

Commander 
OMEMS 
ATTN: ATSK-TE (Training Division) 
Redstone Arsenal, AL 35897-6790 
 

Unless otherwise stated, masculine nouns and pronouns do not refer exclusively to men. 
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Chapter 1 
Background 

 
Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) may be constructed out of any available material and contain 

various fillers to include; explosive, chemical, biological, or hazardous materials.  Improvised Explosive 
Devices may range in size from a cigarette pack or carton to a large vehicle.  The only limitations an enemy 
bomber faces are: availability of resources, personal ingenuity, and the degree or extent of “know how” 
required to facilitate construction and in some cases application of an Improvised Explosive Device.  
Improvised Explosive Devices are non-standard, and usually fabricated from common materials.  The mass 
quantities of cached, captured enemy ammunition (CEA) and stockpiled munitions within the Iraq and 
Afghanistan theaters of operation provide the explosive materials to “would be” enemy bombers. 

 
 

General mitigation measures in relation to the IED threat: 
 

1. Trust your instincts. If something does not seem right it probably isn’t.  Be aware of your 
surroundings (situational awareness). 

 
2. Watch the locals in your area of operation; Are the familiar locals in the area?  Are people moving 

away from you or your element acting or appearing nervous? Most bombers don’t blow up their own 
neighborhoods. 

 
3. Be aware of news crews in the area for no apparent reason.  Most bombers like their work filmed, 

but do not like pictures of themselves. 
 
4. Before each and every convoy or patrol, brief your personnel on the latest IED threat intelligence.   
 

Brief your personnel each and every time. 
a. Ascertain what types of items are currently in use? 
b. Known techniques, patterns and likely locations of emplacement? 
c. Where in the area have items previously been placed? 
d. Intelligence on your current route of march (primary and alternates)? 
 

5. Rehearse actions (battle drill) for reacting to a possible Improvised Explosive Device. 
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6. Wear personal protective equipment (vests, helmets and eye protection). They save lives! 

 
7. Maintain speed and movement whenever possible. 
 
8. Maintain dispersion while conducting either mounted or dismounted operations. 
 
9. Be cautious of choke points, vehicle breakdowns, bridges, one way roads, traffic jams, sharp turns 

etc… 
 

10. If something stops movement, either mounted or dismounted, survey your immediate area for 
possible Improvised Explosive Devices. 

 
 

Reaction upon encountering an item that is deemed a possible Improvised Explosive Device: 
 
Note: This reference guide does NOT supersede any Standing Operating Procedures (SOPs), Orders, or 
Military Directives. 
 

1. STOP all movement toward the “Possible Improvised Explosive Device (IED)” and immediately 
evaluate your surrounding area for possible secondary Improvised Explosive Devices. 

a. Do not approach the “Possible Improvised Explosive Device” 
b. Do not attempt to move the “Possible Improvised Explosive Device” 
c. If possible, avoid using any communication / electronic equipment within the previously 

established and SECURE exclusion area. 
 

2. Establish security: 
a. Establish an area around the “Possible Improvised Explosive Device”.  Adjust the 

exclusion area based on METT-TC, local command policy / guidance, tactics, techniques 
and procedures and standing operating procedures (SOPs). 

b. Search initial secure area for possible secondary explosive device(s) / hazards, while 
maintaining security. 
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c. Identify potential enemy force observation/vantage points. 
d. Seek all available manmade or natural frontal and overhead cover. 
e. Avoid establishing a “reaction” pattern. 
f. Forward information to Higher HQ using standard 9-line UXO Report. 
g. Continue mission IAW Higher HQ guidance 
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WARNING: 
 

Recognition features for IEDs are ever changing based on the enemy’s capabilities and available resources.  
THESE PHOTOS ARE MEANT ONLY TO SERVE AS A GUIDE! 

 
 
 

The following photos and diagrams depict possible techniques and methods of employment for Improvised 
Explosive Devices. 
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The “Broken Down Vehicle” IED Attack 
 
 

 
“Broken Down / Disabled” vehicle channels / forces convoy toward IED. 
 
 

The Basic “No Frills” IED Attack 
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Chapter 2 
IRAQ Theater of Operation 

 
The following photos were taken from multiple unclassified source documentation and materials from the 
Iraq theater of operation. 
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